
MUSICA POETICA

The Marriage of Poetry & Music 
from Lassus to Bach

July 15-22, 2012
Co-directors: Michael Barrett & Loren Ludwig

Amherst Early  Music Festival
At Connecticut College, New London CT

Faculty
Julianne Baird 

(Rutgers University)

Michael Barrett 
(Sprezzatura, Blue Heron, Convivium, Las Huelgas)

Emily Eagen 
(Hesperus, VOCO, M6)

Grant Herreid 
(Mannes College, Artek, Yale School of Music)

Daniel Johnson 
(Texas Early Music Project)

Aaron Sheehan 
(Wellesley College, BEMF)

Application
Application is by short, recorded audition.  
(see AmherstEarlyMusic.org/esi2012)
Application deadline: April 15.  Notification 
by May 15.  

Tuition: $595, housing from $160, $30 
application fee, waived before March 31. We 
must receive a minimum $100 refundable 
deposit to consider your application. See  
website for details and to register. 

Scholarships and work-study tuition assistance 
available. Early Music America provides 
scholarships.
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Amherst Early  Music  Festival 2012

The 2012 Ensemble Singing Intensive (ESI) 
explores the flowering of works for vocal 
ensemble composed in Germany in the 
16th, 17th, and 18th centuries. The concept 
of “musica poetica” that preoccupied both 
composers and performers was an effort to 
create the perfect marriage between music and 
the written word. What did these composers 
intend to express? And how did singers bring 
this music to life? ESI participants, under the 
guidance of internationally-renowned faculty 
members, will spend an intensive week delving 
into this rich repertoire, beginning with  Isaac 
and Senfl, exploring the works of Lassus, 
Buxtehude, and Schutz, and culminating in 
the vocal ensemble repertoire of J.S. Bach.

The ensemble sessions, master classes, and 
focused workshops will  encourage  singers to 
hone the skills of high-level and professional 
ensemble singing that apply to all early 
repertoire, including expression, blend, 
diction, intonation, sight-singing, and how to 
adapt vocal style to various repertoires.

Are you a singer interested in ensemble 
singing? If you have vocal ensemble 
experience and want to  sing one-on-a-part 
repertoire from the 16th-18th centuries, 
this program is for you.  The Ensemble 
Singing Intensive offers opportunities 
for enjoyment, growth, and professional 
development for vocalists interested in 
historical performance.

Coached one-on-a-part ensembles•	
Master classes•	
ESI Concert Saturday, July 22 at 5:00 p.m.•	
Some repertory available in advance.•	
Free admission to nightly lectures, concerts, •	
and special musical events as part of the 
Amherst Early Music Festival
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